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Celebrating 65 Years of Service
The University Eye Center (UEC) is one of the largest optometric outpatient facilities in the nation, offering both primary 
and specialized vision care services. Each year the UEC sees more than 70,000 patients of all ages from every borough and 
reaches 250,000 patient encounters when including our satellite clinics and education affiliates.
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January 2021

Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day

New Year’s Day

FREE Vision Screening
4:00pm - 6:00pm

UEC Closed

UEC Closed

World Braille Day
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Did you know?
Built in 1912, the current home of the University Eye Center was originally the home of the famed Aeolian Hall 
which hosted many popular musical performances of the early 1900s, including George Gershwin’s legendary 
debut of “Rhapsody in Blue” on February 12, 1924.  
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February 2021

Presidents’ Day

FREE Vision Screening
1:00pm - 3:00pm

UEC Closed

FREE Vision Screening
4:30pm - 6:30pm

Rare Disease Day
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MARCH IMAGE

Community Clinic to Vision Center
The University Eye Center began as a community eye care clinic in 1956 with the founding of the Optometric Center of New York 
(OCNY), a nonprofit resource for patients and professionals. The original clinic was located on East 25th street in New York City, 
where it later became part of SUNY College of Optometry. Today the OCNY is the affiliated foundation of the College, raising 
charitable support that advances optometric education and research as well as  provides financial assistance for patients.
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Daylight  Saving Time Begins

March 2021

FREE Vision Screening
1:00pm - 3:00pm

National Doctors’ Day
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Eyes on 50+ 
SUNY College of Optometry was established on April 14, 1971, adopting the University Optometric Center and building on 
the legacy of the Optometric Center of New York. In 2000, both the College and clinic moved from downtown Manhattan to 
their current 18-story, historic home at 33 West 42nd Street. The University Optometric Center was renamed the University 
Eye Center in 2009. 
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April 2021

FREE Vision Screening
2:00pm - 4:00pm

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
SUNY Optometry
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Training the Next Generation
More than 3,000 doctors of optometry from across the country and the globe have received world-class training at SUNY 
Optometry and the University Eye Center, a number that includes over 50 percent of practicing optometrists in New York 
State. From hospitals and community clinics to industry and education, our graduates lead the way in many areas of 
optometric practice.
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Memorial Day

Mother’s Day

May 2021

FREE Vision Screening
4:30pm - 6:30pm

UEC Closed
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Caring for the Whole Person
At the University Eye Center, our wide range of routine and specialized vision services includes support from our Social 
Work Department. From help with completing patient forms to coordinating care for those in need, our experienced social 
workers can assist with counseling and community resources for you and your family.
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Father’s  Day

June 2021

FREE Vision Screening
4:30pm - 6:30pm

Juneteenth
UEC is closed
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Advancing Vision Health
Did you know that SUNY College of Optometry and the University Eye Center engage in multiple clinical studies each 
year leading to major advancements in vision care? As a patient, you can participate too. Taking part in research can 
provide access to treatments not readily available. You may also qualify for reimbursement for your medical care and time.
Contact the Clinical Vision Research Center at ClinicResearch@sunyopt.edu to learn about becoming a study volunteer.
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Observed
Independence Day

July 2021

UEC Closed
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AUGUST IMAGE

Keeping Kids Focused
If your child struggles with learning, concentration, play, and socializing, it may be related to a vision problem. The experts 
at the Barbara Saltzman Center for Pediatric Eye Care provide care for kids age 6 months to adolescence, including those 
with myopia (nearsightedness) and special needs.  
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August 2021

FREE Vision Screening
9:30pm - 11:30pm
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SEPTEMBER IMAGE

Managing Maturing Eyes
What can you do to help maintain the health and function of your eyes as you age? Starting at age 40 and preferably 
sooner, it is important to get a comprehensive eye exam each year. The University Eye Center offers specialized services 
to diagnose and treat an unparalleled range of issues that impact adult eye health, including glaucoma, cataracts, 
macular degeneration, and retinopathy. 
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Labor Day
UEC Closed

FREE Vision Screening
4:00pm - 6:00pm
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Help for Urgent Care Needs
Did you know that nearly half of all eye injuries occur at home, and more than 1 in 4 occur during sporting and recreational 
activities? If you’re experiencing an eye emergency, call the University Eye Center directly at 888-361-4747 to schedule an 
appointment. Telehealth services are also available.
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Columbus Day

Halloween

October 2021

UEC Closed World Sight Day
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NOVEMBER IMAGE

Fit for Your Eyes
From contacts to glasses, the Essilor Eyewear Center at University Eye Center provides patients with the highest quality 
prescription and non-prescription eyewear available. Our experienced staff includes New York State licensed opticians 
who are experts in fitting glasses for infants, seniors, and everyone in between. 
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Thanksgiving Day

Veterans DayDaylight Saving Time Ends

November 2021

UEC Closed

FREE Vision Screening
4:30pm - 6:30pm

UEC Closed
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DECEMBER IMAGE

Gift of Sight
Connecting with our community through free vision screenings, mobile clinics, and wellness education programs ensures 
that people of all walks of life benefit from University Eye Center research, teaching, and patient care every year. For more 
information about community services and outreach at the UEC, visit UniversityEyeCenter.org. 
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December 2021

UEC Closed

Christmas Day
UEC Closed
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General Hours for the University Eye Center
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday:  1:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Friday and Saturday:  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Specific clinics/departments may have different hours of operation. 

Charitable care assistance is available for patients in financial need.

Community Outreach

Do you host a community event or health fair in which you 
would like the University Eye Center to participate?  

Do you know someone who needs our services? 
Refer a friend or family member.

Contact our Community Outreach Coordinator at (212) 938-4101.

UniversityEyeCenter.org
#UECInsight @UniversityEyeCenter



IMAGE

Social Work Services

Social workers connect our patients to community resources, 
offer support services, including referrals for counseling, and 

facilitate support groups for those with brain injuries, those with 
vision loss and their caregivers/loved ones.  

Contact the Social Work Department at (212) 938-4040.

Clinical Vision Research Center

The CVRC supports government- and industry-sponsored and 
investigator-initiated clinical research at the College to develop 
the best diagnosis and treatment options for eye and vision care. 

For information about areas of study, visit the clinical vision 
research center at sunyopt.edu/research/cvrc. 

              
                                      

 
To participate in a study 

Call (212) 938-4052 or e-mail us at clinicresearch@sunyopt.edu

UniversityEyeCenter.org
#UECInsight @UniversityEyeCenter



BACK COVER

33 West 42nd Street between Fifth and Sixth Avenues, New York, New York 10036 | (888) 361-4747

UniversityEyeCenter.org

Editor’s note: Multiple photos are pre-pandemic and do not reflect current health and safety protocols in place at the University Eye Center.


